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IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEE  GGOOAALLSS  
 

           To enhance administrator and practitioner skills in: 
 

 Organizing and implementing a child assessment system 
 Utilizing technology to collect and store data 
 Sharing assessment information with families  
 Creating connections between assessment results and 

program quality 
 Using assessment results to inform instructional practice 
 Using assessment data to plan effective programming 
 Aligning assessment frameworks with preschool standards and 

curriculum  
 Assessing and addressing the needs of children with disabilities 
 Including children who are English language learners in a child 

assessment system  
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CCHHIILLDD  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT  IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEE  22000099  
  

PPrroommoottiinngg  PPoossiittiivvee  OOuuttccoommeess  ffoorr  CChhiillddrreenn                    
 

AAggeennddaa 
 
88::3300--99::1155  AAMM    RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  

      CCoonnttiinneennttaall  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  
  

99::3300--1100::5500  AAMM    PPLLEENNAARRYY  SSEESSSSIIOONN  --  BBaallllrroooomm  
 

99::3300--99::4400::  WWeellccoommee  aanndd  IInnssttiittuuttee  OOvveerrvviieeww  
Amy Kershaw, Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care 
Peg Sprague, United Way 
 
99::4400--1100::2200::    KKeeyynnoottee  PPrreesseennttaattiioonn  
Facing the Challenge:  The Role of Early Childhood Assessment in Promoting 
School Readiness of All Children 
KKeeyynnoottee  SSppeeaakkeerr::  Marsha Miller, Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency 
 
Well planned and effective assessment can inform teaching and program 
improvement and contribute to better outcomes for children. Research 
demonstrates that high quality preschool programs result in better child outcomes 
and promote school readiness.  In this presentation, we will explore the conditions 
that influence school readiness and strategies that contribute to children’s long term 
school success.  

 
1100::2200--1100::5500::    PPaanneell  
PPrroommoottiinngg  SScchhooooll  RReeaaddiinneessss::    VVooiicceess  ffrroomm  tthhee  FFiieelldd  
PPaanneell  FFaacciilliittaattoorr::    Amy Checkoway, Massachusetts Department of Early Education 
                   and Care  
PPaanneelliissttss::  Robin Nickerson, Commonwealth Family Child Care 
      Tina Slavick, Family Child Care Provider, Commonwealth Family Child Care 
            Marie Cheney, Principal, Fort Meadow School Early Childhood Center 
      Doreen Dubique, Program Director, Associated Early Care and   
      Education/Castle Square 
      Gladys Rivera, Educational Coordinator, Holyoke Chicopee Springfield   
      HeadStart 
      Carol Campbell, Vice President of Quality Assurance, Associated Early      
                  Care and Education 
       
Panelists will share their experiences in implementing a child assessment process and 
discuss the role of assessment in promoting school readiness.   
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1111::0000--1122::1155  PPMM    MMOORRNNIINNGG  SSEESSSSIIOONNSS      
 

CCoolllleeccttiinngg  CChhiilldd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  SSyysstteemmaattiiccaallllyy  AAccrroossss  TTyyppiiccaall  RRoouuttiinneess  aanndd  
AAccttiivviittiieess  ––  MMaarrllbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerr:  Marilyn Favreau, Independent Consultant 

 
What does it mean to be systematic in our observations and data collection?  In this 
session, you will learn different strategies for systematically collecting samples of children’s 
behavior that are representative of the entire range of behavior and skills children exhibit 
and for drawing appropriate conclusions from child assessment data.  

  
RReeccoorrddiinngg  aanndd  OOrrggaanniizziinngg  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnaall  DDaattaa  ––  SStteerrlliinngg  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Carol Campbell, Associated Early Care and Education/Boston 

      
Good analysis of child assessment data requires considerable knowledge about children’s 
development and expectations for children’s learning.  In this session, you will examine 
different ways of documenting and recording child assessment data and will gain new 
insights on organizing and making sense of the assessment documentation obtained.  

 
AAnnaallyyzziinngg  aanndd  IInntteerrpprreettiinngg  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  DDaattaa  ––  PPrriinncceessss  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerrss::  John Crapps, Wheelock College 
        Patricia Devine, Early Childhood Associates, Inc. 

 
When we analyze and interpret we think about what a child’s behavior means.  Different 
people often interpret the same data differently.  In this session, you will be introduced to 
frameworks that ensure consistent data interpretation.   

 
AAsssseessssiinngg  EEnngglliisshh  LLaanngguuaaggee  LLeeaarrnneerrss::  CChhaalllleennggeess  aanndd  SSttrraatteeggiieess  ––  WWeessttbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerr:  Dr. Julie Hirschler, Education Development Center, Newton MA 

 
In this session, you will examine methods and procedures for ensuring that all children 
served by your program are assessed fairly regardless of language or culture.  You will 
review the NAEYC recommendations for aligning child assessment tools with cultural and 
linguistic characteristics of children. 

 
WWhhaatt  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorrss  CCaann  DDoo  ttoo  SSuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  UUssee  ooff  CChhiilldd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  DDaattaa  ttoo  IImmpprroovvee  
PPrraaccttiiccee  ––  SSaalloonn  EE  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Marsha Miller, Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency 

 
Administrators play a major role in supporting staff as they plan for assessment, collect 
information, analyze results, design instruction and improve practice.  In this session, you will 
examine effective ways to support teachers in analyzing and summarizing assessment 
information, sharing and reflecting on practices, managing time and resources, and 
improving the quality of assessment practices. 
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HHooww  OOnnggooiinngg  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  SSuuppppoorrttss  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  iinn  IInncclluussiivvee  SSeettttiinnggss  ––  
SSoouutthhbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  MaryLu Love & Lisa Van Thiel, UMASS/Boston, Inclusion Institute 

 
Observing and gathering assessment information for each child is the starting point for 
successfully engaging every child.  In this session you will gain insights on how to use 
assessment information to address the universal, targeted and individualized needs of 
young children in inclusive settings. 

 
LLiinnkkiinngg  PPrreesscchhooooll  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm,,  IInnssttrruuccttiioonn  aanndd  CChhiilldd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ––  SSaalloonn  AA  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Dr. Linda Warren, Early Childhood Associates, Inc. 

 
Assessment is not an isolated process.  It must be integrated with good teaching. This 
session presents frameworks for aligning curriculum, instruction and assessment with early 
learning standards and preschool experiences.  

  
  
1122::1155--11::3300  PPMM    LLUUNNCCHH  --  BBaallllrroooomm 

SSppeeaakkeerr::    Paul Reville, MA Secretary of Education     
 

 
11::3300--22::4455  PPMM    RROOUUNNDDTTAABBLLEE  FFAACCIILLIITTAATTEEDD  DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONNSS        
  

LLiinnkkiinngg  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  aanndd  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm--TThhee  OOnnggooiinngg  CCyyccllee  
 

These facilitated discussions offer a unique opportunity to network with colleagues from 
similar programs; to share strategies for implementing similar assessments and for linking the 
assessment framework to your program’s goals and vision.  As you share successes and 
strategies you will be encouraged to develop action plans for continuous program 
improvement. 

 
              AAggeess  aanndd  SSttaaggeess – Creating Connections between Assessment Results and the Curriculum -        
              SSuuddbbuurryy  RRoooomm  
              FFaacciilliittaattoorr:  Linda Schumacher, Institute for Education and Professional Development  
                                                         

 
CCrreeaattiivvee  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm – Creating Connections between Assessment Results and the 
Curriculum – (See room assignments below) 
FFaacciilliittaattoorrss::  Carol Campbell, Associated Early Care and Education/Boston -  SStteerrlliinngg        
                                            RRoooomm  
                      Patricia Devine, Early Childhood Associates, Inc. - PPrriinncceessss  RRoooomm 
                      Dr.  Linda Warren, Early Childhood Associates, Inc. - SSaalloonn  AA 
                      Marsha Miller, Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency  --  SSaalloonn  AA 
                      Karen Rose, Westborough Public Schools  --  MMaarrllbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm 
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WWoorrkk  SSaammpplliinngg – Creating Connections between Assessment Results and the Curriculum--  
WWeessttbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm 

              FFaacciilliittaattoorr::  Dot Marsden, Independent Early Childhood Consultant, Author of the Work   
                                                      Sampling System    

 

HHiigghh  SSccooppee  CCOORR – Creating Connections between Assessment Results and the Curriculum  --  
SSoouutthhbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm 
FFaacciilliittaattoorr::  Judy Figuerido, Institute for Education and Professional Development 

 
33::0000--44::1155  PPMM    AAFFTTEERRNNOOOONN  SSEESSSSIIOONNSS        

 
UUssiinngg  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  ttoo  MMaannaaggee  aanndd  IImmpplleemmeenntt  tthhee  CChhiilldd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  PPrroocceessss  --    PPrriinncceessss  
RRoooomm                                    
FFaacciilliittaattoorrss::   Stan Schwartz, Independent Consultant  
                Dr. Julie Culhane, Independent Consultant  (remotely by phone) 
     Panelists 

 
Panelists will discuss their successes and challenges in building and strengthening a 
technology infrastructure to support the successful management of child assessment data 
and explore solutions to technology issues and application.    

 
IInnvvoollvviinngg  PPaarreennttss  iinn  tthhee  CChhiilldd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  PPrroocceessss  ––  SStteerrlliinngg  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Debby  Rawson, South Shore Day Care Services 

 
Families provide a unique perspective on a child’s functioning yet few assessment tools 
have procedures for incorporating the parent perspective.  In this session, you will identify 
ways to help parents become active participants in the assessment process including 
involving parents in conversations about their children and tips for sharing assessment 
results. 

 
UUssiinngg  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  RReessuullttss  ttoo  GGuuiiddee  aanndd  DDiiffffeerreennttiiaattee  IInnssttrruuccttiioonn  ––  SSaalloonn  AA  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Dr. Linda Warren, Early Childhood Associates, Inc. 
 

Without ongoing assessment, practitioners lack the information needed to make learning 
experiences work well for each and every child.  In this session you will be introduced to 
different frameworks for answering questions about children’s access to activities, 
adaptations that could be made to increase access, ways to actively and intentionally 
interact with all children and how to redesign opportunities for learning. 

 
DDrraawwiinngg  CCoonncclluussiioonnss  aanndd  UUssiinngg  CChheecckklliissttss  ttoo  SSuummmmaarriizzee  aa  CChhiilldd’’ss  PPrrooggrreessss  iinn  MMeeeettiinngg  
GGooaallss  ––  MMaarrllbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Karen Rose, Westborough Public Schools 
  

Best practices in assessment require that we do more than just observe children and write 
notes.  Periodically, we must review all of the data that we have collected and draw some 
conclusions about a child’s current level of understanding or skill with respect to several 
domains of interest.  This session will examine the ways your program can use organizational 
tools such as rating scales and other rubrics for summarizing each child’s progress and 
sharing assessment information.   
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II  HHaavvee  aa  CCoonncceerrnn  aabboouutt  RRooggeerr  ––  WWhhaatt  DDoo  II  DDoo  NNeexxtt??  ((CCaassee  SSttuuddyy  AApppprrooaacchh))  ––  SSuuddbbuurryy  
RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Claire Brady, Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care 

 
Assessment plays a central role in the provision of services to young children with 
disabilities.  Using a case study approach, you will have the opportunity in this session to 
discuss screening and assessment procedures, learn how eligibility for special education is 
determined and ways assessment information is used to create individualized intervention 
services.   

  
UUssiinngg  CChhiilldd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  DDaattaa  ttoo  IInnffoorrmm  SSttrraatteeggiicc  PPllaannnniinngg  --  SSaalloonn  EE  
PPrreesseenntteerr::  Maureen McDonald, Early Learning Content Specialist, Head Start Quality Initiative 

 
Child assessment data are pieces of a system that help us to achieve overarching goals for 
children.  Assessment yields evidence that helps us to make inferences about program 
improvement including instruction, resource allocation and professional development.  
During this session, you will reflect on and learn new ways to use assessment data for 
continuous program improvement and strategic planning. 

 
PPrroommoottiinngg  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  QQuuaalliittyy  tthhrroouugghh  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt::    BBrriinngg  aann  EExxaammppllee,,  
LLeeaavvee  wwiitthh  aa  PPllaann  ––  SSoouutthhbboorroouugghh  RRoooomm  
PPrreesseenntteerrss::  Jody Figuerido and Judy Battista, Institute for Education and Professional         
                                        Development 
                                       

There are many steps to ensure that the assessment data you collect is of high quality.  
Attend this session and you will leave with some concrete ideas for enhancing the quality 
of current and future professional development to support child assessment including 
building  opportunities to link child assessment data to program quality. 


